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**ltV . . . it's . . . 11*5,'" stammered the pouprf-jl-Iuokins
henchman.
"It's ichatt" enquired his master grimly. "5^-ak up. ya fool!
Don't stand staring like that, you idiot'"
"It's ... a long story, your Lordship!" siair.mtred the trou-
bled servant.
"A long slory!" cried Lord P., bursting intu an unpleasant,
sneering laugh. '"What on earth are you muttering about; Do
what I tell you/"
"Your Lordship's orders were," burst out the man. with a rush
of hasty words, kithat I should have the whole place thoroughlv
cleaned, this time; afore you and my Lady Rachel came down.
Mr. and ilrs. Bellamy wouldn't have a hand in ii. They said
they'd clean Lady Rachel's room, they said, but nothing more. So
I had the remover's van men come in and do it ... the same as
brought down your Lordship's last load from London . . . and
. . . and ... to be frank with your Lordship, I haven't been up
there since! The men said as how they had cleaned up wonderful
clean; and 'twere a good tidy job, they said; and so, seeing as
Mr, and Mrs. Bellamy were not------"
The Marquis of P. jumped incontinently to his feet. Mr. Geard
at first fancied he was going to strike the luckless Sergeant. When
this did not occur he expected him to burst into a torrent of abuse
and order him up to King Mark's chamber on pain of instant dis-
missal. But neither did this happen.
To Mr. Geard's complete astonishment, though not, it seemed,
to the astonishment of his son and daughter, the Marquis took
not the slightest notice of poor Blimp but walked hurriedly to
the door, opened it, went out, and closed it behind him.
The man turned shamefacedly to Lady Rachel.
"I dursn't go up there, your Ladyship. I dursn't do it! I've
served his Lordship for ten years, come good, come ill; and I've
always done his bidding, and more than his bidding. But go into
that room I dursn^t . . . not to save my neck from the rope.*'
"It's all right, Blimp," said Lady Rachel kindly. "Father won't
really mind. Don't you worry! He knows what he's got in anyone
as devoted as you are. It'll be perfectly all right. You'd better
take away the tray now that you are here."